CHAPTER VI

CONCLUDING  REMARKS ON  THE  NATURE AND
THE  FUNCTION  OF  RELIGION

THE organised, historical Religions are sufficiently
described, in their objective aspect, as systems of
practical relations with unseen, hyperhuman, and
personal Beings. The experiences in which this
type of Religion consists, when subjectively con-
sidered, are the states of consciousness correlated
with the aforesaid relations. Judged according
to this definition, several savage tribes and a very
large number of persons among civilised peoples
would have to be accounted non-religious. Most
of them may, however, lay claim to what we have
called Passive Religiosity. In these concluding
pages we propose to give increased precision and
coherence to the conception of Religion presented
in this essay. We shall do "so under two heads,
(1) Passive and (2) Godless Religions.

1. Andrew   Lang's   polemic   against   Frazer's
definition of Religion will serve as a convenient
87